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UK aid ior Pondy
coastal students

By Deararn Durma: -
Pondicherry, Aug 26: The name of Saffron
Walden in Essex in England may not bé
familfar to those living in the coastal villa-
ges of Pondicherry. But the community
there is all set to support the educational ne-
eds of the wards of fishermen community
in the Union Territory with the starting of a
trust - Thiruvalluvar Educational Trust.

Since higher education is a difficult thing
for students from coastal areas, this English
village with a population of about 400 has
contributed 3000 pounds (approximately
Rs 2 lakh) towards the corpus for the trust.

It all'began when Saravanane Pooba-
lane, hailing from a fishermen com-
munity from Veerampattinum village,
took the initative for such a project
along with nine others from different
coastal villages in Pondicherry. For Sarav-
anane, a Ph.D student at University of
Stirling, Scotland, the inspiration came
from the problems that he had to en-
counter while raising funds for his edu-
cation. “'I want to do something so that
students from the fishing community
need not run from pillar to post o raise
funds for their education,” said Sarava-
nane.

When he was pursuing his dream
without knowing how it would materialise,
stippott came from the English village une-

xpectedly. Saravanane used to visit the vill-
age to see one of his Ph.D supervisors Prof
Patrick Smith in connection with his pro-
jectwork. "7

Prof Smith, who was also the Director of
Schering-Plough Aquaculture, a company
which extended some financial assistance
to Saravanane for pursuing his Ph.D, came
to know about his dream and so also the en-
tire village.

The people also responded through
voluntarily contributions at a party hosted
in the village. “We feel happy to contribute
for a good cause, especially after seeing the
devastation caused by the tsunami on the
TV. We want to get associated with these ne-
edy people,” said Alexander Moffatt, a re-
presentative from the village, who had
come 10 Pondicherry for the inauguration
of the trust on Monday at Veerampattinam.
The association would not end here, but it
would grow in future, he said.

The trust initially plans to encourage the
children by providing them books, notebo-
oks, school bags, stationery items, and
other educational needs.

The woppers in public examinations
would be given-cash awards. Later, these
studenis would be given funds for higher
education. Contributions from voluntary
organisations #nd philanthropists would
be solicited to take the mission forward,
noted Saravanane.
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